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Picture: (from left) Prof. Horst Adams, Rodney Jones (Alcan); Prof. Zang Di, Prof. Zhang Huan (SJTU)

On January 29, 2008, Shanghai Jiaotong University and Alcan Group, the second largest aluminum group
in the world, joined Shanghai Jiaotong University-Alcan Group's Metal Matrix Composites Group at the
State Key Laboratory of Metal Matrix Composites at Shanghai Jiaotong University. The laboratory held a
signing and unveiling ceremony.



Alcan Group is a multinational company. It is the world's second largest producer of primary aluminum.
It is a world leader in the aluminum industry and special packaging industry, especially in the world of
flexible packaging and pharmaceutical and cosmetic packaging. The field of applied research on silicon-
reinforced aluminum-based composite materials is a major R&D focus.

The State Key Laboratory of Metal Matrix Composites, Shanghai Jiao Tong University has made
remarkable achievements in basic research on composite interface, preparation science, material
properties and its microstructure and processing relationship, and successfully developed aluminum-
based, titanium-based and magnesium-based, as well as mixed- metal-based composite products such
as composite materials, and provides key materials for the country's strategic needs.

Alcan Group and Shanghai Jiaotong University plan to carry out cooperative research on interface
reconciliation and performance control in the field of nano-reinforcement of metal-based composite
materials, especially carbon nanotube reinforcement. The joint laboratory is an important part of the
strategic cooperation between Shanghai Jiaotong University and Alcoa Group. It is a major initiative
carried out by the two parties to promote the advancement of industrial technologies, as well as
university and research liaisons. Alcan Group also expressed strong interest in the regional linkage
between Shanghai Jiaotong University and Shanghai Zizhu Science Park, and the two parties plan to
further expand cooperation in the future to establish pilot bases and R & D centers.

The State Key Laboratory of Metal-Based Composite Materials is hereby extending its long-term
international cooperation research on lightweight and high-strength metal-based composite materials it
has with Toyota Motor Corporation of Japan. The establishment of a joint laboratory with Alcan Group
will further extend the National Key Laboratory’s relations with internationally renowned companies
through high-level collaborative research.



